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Dear Grace Family,

Once again you have in your hands a wonderful gift from your 
brothers and sisters to the entire church.
 
These devotions were written in thoughtful prayer and love. 
They represent the beauty and power of the Body of Christ. 
It was my privilege to read and edit each one. I know what a 
blessing they’ll be to you.
 
I encourage you to make this devotional part of your discipline 
throughout the season of Lent. 

 
With you seeking a Holy Lent,

 
 
  
Fr. Jonathan + 
  



Ash Wednesday, February 26

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

Deuteronomy 5:7

In ancient times, most people worshipped physical representations 
of their gods. For example, if they were worshipping a sun god, 
they would worship the actual Sun as well as pictures and statues 
of what they imagined the sun god looked like up close. So, in the 
Ten Commandments, when God commanded Israel to worship no 
other gods but him, he added, “You shall not make for yourself an 
idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.” 
(Deuteronomy 5:8) 

Nowadays, it is much less common for people to express their 
worship by bowing down to statues or carvings of what they worship. 
But that doesn’t mean people have stopped worshipping idols. It 
just means the idols they worship have changed. The heart of God’s 
command is still the same: “You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” 
(Deuteronomy 6:5)

Anything that gets in the way of loving God with all your heart, soul, 
and might, anything that you put in a place in your heart or mind or 
life that only God should have, anything that you put more trust in 
than you put in God – that is your idol. When push comes to shove, 
who or what do you believe is most able to help? When you are busy, 
what do you cut from your day and what do you keep? When you 
feel down on yourself, where do you find your worth? What are your 
idols?

Rev. Caroline Osborne



And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us. 

Romans 5:3-5

I am addicted to comfort. When I was living with the Augustinian 
order in San Francisco, the vocation director commented while I was 
doing chores: “I have never seen anyone do chores with the least 
effort possible as you do.”

The direct words stung, but the pain helped me realize that I was 
putting in as little effort as possible in my chores because it made me, 
well, comfortable. 

Comfort can be an idol in our culture. The media showers us with 
thousands of ads on how their products can make our life easier 
and more comfortable. “You deserve it” seems to be the underlying 
message. In an ironic twist of things, we work hard to afford our 
comforts. 

The life Jesus calls us to, however, is costly and strenuous: And he 
said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23). A life of comfort 
becomes an idol when it drives us away from the life of the cross. 

Rev. Daniel Pinell

Thursday, February 27



Friday, February 28

Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we 
drink?’”or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. 

Matthew 6:31-32

Lent. The thing about Lent is, it’s such a disturber of the peace, with 
its time out for introspection. It’s a spiritual house cleaning — and 
maybe even a physical one. So, this year we’re self-examining for 
Idols. OK, maybe I think it’s easy to sense some of yours, in your 
passion for your candidate, your team, your portfolio or your media 
devices and the elation/anxiety they all provoke. But it’s my closets I 
have to open in the Lenten preparation for a joyous Easter. And what 
tumbles out is the false idol of control that has attached to the good 
intentions of care and concern for family, for good health, for being 
an informed citizen in the 2020’s. Do I trust God to be in charge — 
to reassure and guide me in every decision? Virtues can so subtly 
morph into idols, but Lent and an “open closet” is face-the-truth 
time.          
                                                                                
Deacon Mary helped me locate the hymn that has been on a repeat 
sound track in my mind since the topic of Idols was announced. It’s 
#683 in the hymnal, specifically verse #4, which says what I wanted 
to convey here. And verse #5 tells what my goal is in this Lenten 
preparation. Look them up and read them. The hymn is my “frame of 
mind” and I hope it will be yours as well.       

Pae Barberie



But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

2 Corinthians 12:9

I have always expected a lot from myself. As a student, I thought an 
A was a good grade, but my goal was always an A+. In starting music 
lessons as an adult, I wanted to play my pieces in lessons and recitals 
flawlessly. Over time, I have learned that there is sometimes a fine 
line between striving for excellence and the idol of perfectionism. 
When I am striving for excellence, I see my mistakes and failures as 
opportunities to learn and grow. I am not defined by my mistakes. 
When I am being a perfectionist, I am trying to win the approval of 
others by being perfect and trying to prove my worth by what I can 
do. Failures can feel devastating.

Perfectionism is an idol because the focus is on ourselves rather 
than on God. We should be finding our worth in God and not in what 
we can or cannot do. God loves each of us with an overwhelming, 
extravagant love. He created us in his image, sent his only Son to die 
for our sins and failures, and offers us eternal life with him. We do not 
have to do anything to prove our worth to him or to earn his love. He 
loved us even before we were born, and he extends grace to us over 
and over again. We can rest assured in knowing that he loves us just 
as we are and that his grace is sufficient for each day.

Cheryl Arnold

Saturday, February 29 - Sunday, March 1



Monday, March 2

For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength. 

Philippians 4:13 

I loved Tim Tebow.  I loved how the famous Gator quarterback played 
football.  I loved his passion.  I love is commitment to his team, to the 
game and most of all to Jesus.  I loved how he even used the eyeblack 
under his eyes that football players wear as a chance to share the 
good news of Jesus.  

One verse Tebow frequently quoted was Philippians 4:13.  He used it 
to give glory to God for his success and I loved that.  That it was God 
who gave Timmy his strength on the field for his successes. 

However, did you know that Paul, the author of Philippians, wrote 
this verse not about success but about suffering?  Paul was struggling 
with things not going his way and he penned these words to remind 
the church at Philippi that it’s in our weaknesses that God is most 
glorified.  You see, you and I can’t do everything.  We have all kinds 
of limits and lackings.  We aren’t smart enough, strong enough, bold 
enough, wise enough, ____________ enough.  

Success is an idol.  We want it.  We crave it so that others look at us 
and see great things.  And, we tell ourselves, when we’re successful, 
we will give glory to God.  But the truth is, when we’re successful, 
people mostly see us and us alone.  It’s in our failure, our defects that 
God is glorified.  It’s in our deficiencies that we know and understand 
God’s strength.

Success is great - but I want to be like Paul - and realize that I can’t 
do everything or anything, really.  I want to give up on success and 
instead, lean in to God.  Trust him more than myself.  I want to pray 
for broken places where I experience God’s power in the midst of my 
defeat.  I want him more than any success this world offers.

1.  Where do you want success more than God?
2.  Are you open to embracing suffering? 

Fr. Jonathan French



Taste and see that the LORD is good;  happy are they who trust in him!

Psalm 84:8

We tackle problems, large and small, day and night.  Where do the 
solutions come from?  Some answers come effortlessly, processed by 
the intricate mind: habits, lessons learned by rote sitting at classroom 
desks and studying texts. Some answers come through mentors who 
have patiently given us precepts and understanding and taught us 
right from wrong in a thousand different ways.  Other problems, 
the more difficult ones, cause us anxious hours of deliberation and a 
sense of helplessness and frustration. Some problems linger and pull 
us down into depression, sometimes despair, and sometimes causing 
us to shove them into a cubbyhole, captioned, “impossible to deal 
with - approach later.”

We are equipped with a superb machine, the human brain, and 
a perfectly functioning body which can reason and react with 
intelligence and discernment to solve most of our dilemmas, but in 
my experience, my intellect, humanity, and life experience are not 
always the keys with which to open the lock. The failure of my effort 
and expectation to solve these thorniest of problems leads me to 
eventually lay down the struggle and give it to God. In doing so I free 
up all that space where I had stacked up all my “unsolvables” and let 
the fresh air in.

Why didn’t I hand these problems to God when they first arose?  
Because I had unconsciously put my confidence in my own ability 
into a primary space. When I trust in my own ability, forgetting 
he designed me in the first place, I also forget that my confidence 
belongs in him. That fatal flaw results in fretting and fuming for 
naught. It is up to us to remember who we are and whose we are, and 
to recognize that hierarchy.              

Patti Gilman 

Tuesday, March 3



Wednesday, March 4

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 

Romans 12:2

As a teacher of a demanding choral arts program, one of the most 
important life skills I try to instill in my students is time management. 
Many of them are involved in more than one extra-curricular activity 
and, if they are not careful, they can add too much to their schedules 
and begin to struggle. They are bogged down in the busyness of their 
lives and forget how to balance the things they define as important. It 
is my job to help them discern and prioritize what is truly important 
to them. However, some struggle with this. Some of them stay bogged 
down and seem to never get out of it. Some of them worship the 
busyness.

Everybody worships. The only choice we make is what we choose 
to worship. Some people kneel to money, some to power, some to 
intellect. Idols that we worship and prioritize ultimately define who 
we are and what we stand for. So, what feeds your soul? What makes 
you whole? Work, hobbies, and being socially active are important in 
our mental health and general well-being, but if we are not rooted in 
prayer, rooted in God, how can we ever truly be whole?

God calls us to prioritize him and he prioritizes us. Ask yourself: what 
do you worship? What do you prioritize? What type of person do you 
want to be, and what type of person does God want you to be? 

Adam Pryor



Thursday, March 5

But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

John 1:12-13

In his book “Abba’s Child: The Cry of the Heart for Intimate 
Belonging” Brennan Manning writes “While the imposter draws his 
identity from past achievements and the adulation of others, the 
true self claims identity in its belovedness. We encounter God in the 
ordinariness of life: not in the search for highs and extraordinary, 
mystical experiences, but in our simple presence.”  He goes on to 
write, “We give glory to God simply by being ourselves.” 

At this waning point in my life I’ve had to come to the conclusion that 
my identity does not rest in what I’ve done or achieved in my life, 
but in God’s insatiable love for me as his child. Ever pursuing; ever 
calling me to his side; ever wanting to have a relationship  As we enter 
into this sacred season of Lent, now is the perfect time for me to rid 
myself of the idol that sometimes stands in the way of my returning 
that insatiable love for him, and I become my true self. The self he 
created me to be. 

Don Hires



Friday, March 6

You are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

Genesis 3:19

Father Jonathan tells us that an idol is anything that keeps us from 
focusing on God. I wonder if focusing on my earthly life and hesitating 
to think about my death, which is inevitable, is a form of idolatry. My 
head knows that death is the fate of us all and that as Christians we 
share the hope of eternal life, but my heart is sad to leave behind my 
beloveds. If I think about death too much, it is an open invitation for 
doubt and fear to come inside. It is easier to avoid thinking about it 
and go about my days as if they are without number.

When I recently learned of the ancient practice of memento mori, a 
daily meditation to remember death and look for the presence of God 
in the day’s events, I knew it was what I needed to grow in my faith. 
In her Lenten devotional entitled “Remember your Death”, Sister 
Theresa Aleitheia Noble writes, “The Christian practice of memento 
mori reaches past the horizon of this life and into the eternal 
happiness of heaven. With the grace of God, memento mori has the 
power to change your habits and lead to a more holy life”.

When I put my hope in Jesus and truly believe with all of my heart 
that he conquered death for me, my fear of death will be left behind 
just as the things of this earth will be. That is the strongest, truest test 
of faith.

Amy Robertson



Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold . . . 

Romans 12:2a 

Several years ago, I tuned into a news program on television in which 
a woman was being interviewed because of an unusual experiment 
that she had conducted.  She said that many of her friends judged 
their lives by the standards set for women by Oprah. She observed 
that “the Queen of talk” does give a lot of advice but who is putting 
it all to the test?  Therefore, for one entire year she endeavored to 
conform her life to the values set by Oprah.  She concluded, “This 
whole idea of a best life as suggested by Oprah sounds good in theory, 
but it keeps you from living your real life.”

The worship of celebrities is ingrained in American culture.  Their 
status wields great power over those who are influenced to buy into 
their world views, and for the most part their values are ungodly.  The 
real danger is that unsuspecting Christians aren’t immune to their 
influence either.  Steve Childers, formerly of Reformed Seminary, 
gives us insight into why a Christian might be tempted to idolize 
a celebrity: “True spirituality is not only a matter of the mind and 
the will, but also of the heart.  Oftentimes, my heart is not more 
transformed because I have allowed an idol to grip and steal my heart 
affection away from God.”

Who is stealing your heart affection way from God?  Who is keeping 
you from living your real life in Christ?                 
           
Ross Dornbush

Saturday, March 7 - Sunday, March 8



Monday, March 9

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Psalm 86:15  

Moving. Moving “home” to three new locations in the last few years. I 
recognize through these moves how abounding in steadfast love God 
is to me. Slowly, with each move, allowing the process of letting go of 
possessions that have been a part of my identity for a whole lifetime. 

Crying over possessions. Things. Material things. Memories these 
things evoke. Feeling “all I need is this” one minute and drowning in 
sorrow over the downsizing of material goods. God has given me 
three moves, so far, to help teach the lesson of allowing Him to be all I 
need.

Martha Slemmer



Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.

 Joshua 1:9

Singing was my life. I sang from the time I was a toddler until just a 
couple years ago. I idolized professional singers like Julie Andrews, 
Whitney Houston and, in recent years, Lady Gaga. I was involved in 
church choirs, chorales, and anything that let me sing.

A couple of years ago, I began noticing that I couldn’t hit notes that 
I had previously reached easily and that my ability to stay on key 
was suffering. I had a medical evaluation and nothing seemed to be 
physically wrong. I was panic-stricken: who would I be if I couldn’t 
sing?

I sought help from God and Father Jonathan. I had to face the fact 
that my singing career was over, except for the days that my voice 
cooperated in church. I even considered going to the early service 
where I wouldn’t have to hear the music and not be able to sing. It 
was painful. I prayed and prayed for the strength to deal with this 
loss.

It hasn’t been easy, but with God’s help and guidance, I realized that 
singing was just a part of me, not the whole me. Prayer made me 
realize that my ability to sing was always in his hands and that there 
are other ways I can serve him. I can finally say, “I’m OK with that.”

Sharyn Pliska

Tuesday, March 10



Wednesday, March 11

Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.

Psalm 27:14

We see them everywhere, people old and young alike seemingly 
attached to their new idols of our technological age: cell phones. 
Once the addiction of only teenagers, this dependence has now 
spread to every waking person on the planet. And as the reliance on 
the cell phone continues, it perhaps is also an indication of how fast, 
how blindingly fast, our world has become. 

Has our need to have everything instantaneously become our 
modern-day idol? Has it become way too hard to stand in line for our 
cleverly crafted Starbucks beverage? Do you find yourself becoming 
impatient as your computer boots up? We want it all and we want it 
now.

Remember the cliché about all things coming to those who wait? 
It’s true that the best things in life do take time, do ask of us that 
we wait patiently rather than simply clicking on an “app” for instant 
gratification and connection. Perhaps the cell phone is a grand 
metaphor for the increasingly fast pace of life, our new idol. We begin 
to worship the newest and fastest as being “the best.” 

Look at Psalm 27:14 again and stop and think. In this most holy 
season of Lent, and as we think about the idols we perhaps spend 
our time with rather than our Lord, hold still. Listen. Reflect. God will 
come to you. He is there and he is here. Hold still and hold on.

Peg Hamilton



Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. So I 
will bless you as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 
My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises you with 
joyful lips. 

Psalm 63:3-5

We as humans are constantly making idols out of everyday things 
that were never meant to be worshiped. One thing is for certain, I 
myself have idols that I am battling. From sweets I turn to when I’m 
stressed, to the television shows that dull my mind when I want to 
tune out the world, or when I turn to social media to give me self-
worth. These idols are what I find comfort in. 

The thing is, God calls for us to repent of our idols and to turn to him. 
He wants us to believe that he is the God of comfort and peace. We 
need to ask God to reveal our idols to us when they appear and ask 
him how to put them back into their proper places. See, when we run 
to the Word of God, when we ingest it for ourselves and consume it, 
we find the God who satisfies. In the end, we can see that the sweets, 
social media, or television shows will never fulfill us. Don’t get me 
wrong, they may be enjoyable but they were never meant to be all-
satisfying. Only God can fill that role.

Bethany Anderson

Thursday, March 12



Friday, March 13

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is 
not in those who love the world

1 John 2:15

When I was in college, folks from Campus Crusade (now “Cru”) would 
stop me and ask, “Who is on the throne in your life? Is it you or is it 
God”? It seemed they were trying to tell me it is not possible to love 
God and the world too. If an idol is anything we worship other than 
God, then I stand guilty because….

as I have gotten older, it seems to me that worshipping an idol(s) is in 
reality self-worship. If I am on the throne, I will idolize those things 
that feed into and bolster this delusion of power and control. It may 
be drugs or alcohol, the endless pursuit of money  or the desire for 
endless sexual conquests.   

More subtly, we may idolize enlightenment, tolerance, and clear 
thinking These can be virtues. But, what if we use them as reasons to 
judge God’s scriptures and interpret them in the light of our “new and 
improved” 21st-century awareness? 

What about me? At various times in my life I have been firmly planted 
on my throne. For a while it was idolizing money, as that seemed 
the key to happiness. Then, it was my intellect, as certainly I could 
see what the enlightened world needed better than a 2000- year-
old carpenter. As sole ruler of my life, I wanted what I assumed all 
humans wanted — happiness, power, friends, prestige, health, etc. 
I have idolized different things at various times in accordance with 
my current needs and insecurities. But the false God I was always 
idolizing was he who was on my throne – ME.
 
 Drick Heitman



I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 

John 13: 34-35

Teams are a great thing. When we form a team, we gather the best for 
a specific task. We love to watch a great football team, for example, 
move the ball smoothly across the opponent side of the field. These 
teams require not only great members but great leaders and coaches. 
These leaders many times rise to great fame and admiration. 

Seeing the efficiency and popularity of these teams, we might be 
tempted to import those ideas into the Church, and reduce our 
Christian community to a group of teams. 

Christian community is much more than a team! The entryway for 
teams is to put our best self forward. The entryway for Christian 
community is to admit the worst part of us to others by repenting of 
our sins. When you show up for a team, it is expected that you bring 
your A-game. A Christian community, on the other hand, is a safe 
place to fall on your face and seek forgiveness and a renewed life.

Whenever we only welcome people we think are the best or even the 
ones we are most comfortable with, instead of loving one another as 
Christ commands us, we can tell that teams have become an idol for 
us. Our desire for success or team work should never be greater than 
our desire to build a Christ-like community of forgiveness.

Rev. Daniel Pinell

Saturday, March 14 - Sunday, March 15



Monday, March 16

Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

Philippians 3:13-14

Idol. For days, I struggled to identify my greatest idol for this writing. 
The word is, and should be, a heavy and convicting word for this 
American Christian. In my life of privilege and excess, I hold many 
insufficient substitutes for the One who Created me. Too many. It 
is difficult to determine where one idol ends and another begins. 
The things and people I put before my Father look like one messy 
clump that makes up my normative American life. Some of my most 
pervasive idols are my family, perceived productivity, security and 
comfort. 

While I can hardly differentiate the many things I hold higher than 
God on a daily basis, he most definitely can. My turning away from 
Him does not go unnoticed, unacknowledged or unfelt by the Ruler 
of the Universe. While he doles out gobs of grace time and time again, 
he also requires my repentance. The fine line between making idols 
out of my blessings and stewarding my God-given roles is hallmarked 
by my ability or inability to give way to God. It is a moment by 
moment decision to stop, look, and worship the one and only God. 

Sarah Hart



Be still, and know that I am God.

Psalm 46:10a

If you ask someone how they are doing, they may tell you, “I’m crazy 
busy!” Busyness has become a status symbol and can make us feel 
important and needed, give us a sense of belonging, and fill the empty 
spaces in our lives. While being busy can be good, busyness can 
become an idol when it forms our identity and does not leave time for 
God. When we get caught up in the idol of busyness, God might get 
a little bit of our time and a little bit of our hearts, but our schedules 
rule our lives and become our god. 

What is the solution? It is more than learning to say no to some of 
the demands for our time. It is making room for solitude and silence 
so that we can spend time in God’s presence and hear from him. 
Throughout the gospels, we see how Jesus often went off by himself 
to pray. He went up on a mountain, into the wilderness, out to a 
solitary place, and to lonely and desolate places. He got up early in 
the morning to pray, and he prayed through the night. While there 
were many demands on his time and crowds following him wherever 
he went, Jesus shows us the importance of taking time to withdraw 
from our busy lives to be alone with God. In spending regular time 
alone with God, we will deepen our relationship with him and 
experience rest and spiritual renewal as we put him first in our lives. 

Cheryl Arnold

Tuesday, March 17



Wednesday, March 18

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with 
a price. So glorify God in your body.

1 Corinthians 6:19

Most of us are old enough to remember from our youth the likes of 
Frank Sinatra, Frankie Avalon, Paul Anka, Fabian, Ricky Nelson, James 
Dean, and of course Elvis. There were numerous others; too many to 
list here. However, each fell into one category, IDOL. We would line 
up for blocks, and stand in that line for hours waiting our turn at the 
ticket window. Inside the amphitheater or auditorium the screaming 
was so loud not a note or sung syllable could be heard. The problem 
that arose out of this adulation from their fans was the performers 
began to believe it, and embraced their idolatry. It fed their voracious 
egos, and they forgot that they were merely human.

I sometimes fail to remember that I, too, am a mere mortal, and my 
ego becomes an imposter and I become my own idol. My ego is fed 
from past achievements and what others see and say about me. 
When Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians, he reminded them 
that their bodies were temples of the Holy Spirit. As long as I have 
my self-created idol, there is no room for the Holy Spirit, and I find 
myself yearning and aching for a closer relationship with God. Now is 
the time for me to rid myself of any and everything that separates me 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

Don Hires



 Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, and praise Him in the 
congregation… 

Psalm 149:1

Praising God in the congregation and singing in the choir are so 
different. I have enjoyed the gift of my singing voice and realize how 
much I have idolized it. Now it is aging and not the gift it used to be. 

The pain of losing something that has been so important all of my 
life cuts to my core, stripping away things that stand in the way. 
Now is my time for a new song. One without my singing voice. God 
will make a way and I trust him.

Martha Slemmer

Thursday, March 19



Friday, March 20

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is 
not in those who love the world; for all that is in the world—the desire of 
the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from the 
Father but from the world.  

1 John 2:15-16

WHAT WOULD I DO?

If an angel appeared and told me that Jesus was coming to visit me 
tomorrow –
• I would start the list
• Clean the house
• Invite the prestigious guests
• Plan the menu
• Dust myself off - put on my “Best”
• Think and pray about the questions I would like to ask Him and 

the things about myself I want to tell Him

STOP!!!

 “Do not love this world….” For the world offers only a craving for 
physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see and PRIDE in our 
achievements and possessions.”

My prayer is that I can put my prideful self aside – bask in the glow of 
my perfect Savior and  

SURRENDER!!

Seat my imperfect self at his feet – pray and listen - 
Understanding that “I am enough as I am” - God’s child – now and 
forever.

Cookie Zeuch



Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 

1 Peter 5:7

When faced with a difficult situation, I often seek the guidance and 
advice of others. I process life by talking things out and the urge to 
discuss my problems with one of the many people I love and respect 
is strong when I am uncertain. It makes me feel better to talk. I feel 
healthy and accomplished; like I am moving toward a solution. Then, 
I remember it is backward. Much of the time, the order in which I 
troubleshoot is to first talk to the people, then talk to God. If that isn’t 
an indication of an idol, I don’t know what is. The Bible invites us to 
cast our burdens onto Jesus because He cares for us. I love this truth, 
yet I often find myself casting my burdens onto Him only after I have 
off-loaded them elsewhere. God is always there. I just need to call on 
Him more. 

Sarah Hart

Saturday, March 21 - Sunday, March 22



Monday, March 23

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment…

1 Timothy 6:6

Contentment and Faith are key to our relationship with God. You and 
I know this, but… When my mind is not consumed with the tasks of 
any given day, and I have some mindless driving or shower time to let 
my mind wander, it does not always go to the place it should. I have 
this bad habit of considering some If/Then situations. If I just made a 
certain salary, then I wouldn’t have to be such a slave to my budget. 
If I could just get that new job that I saw posted, then I would have 
the time and motivation to do the things I really want to do. If I could 
just finish this project by tomorrow, then I will have time to finally 
relax during the weekend. If I could just get that spring cleaning and 
organizing done this weekend, then I could start back on my exercise 
regime. 

These justs are the idols/illusions of “the grass is always greener.” 
Our dependency on God puts us in a proper relationship to Him. 
God delights in providing for our needs and showing us that there 
is so much more to our existence than our jobs (even if they are 
the vocations with which God has blessed us), and that the people 
with whom we have daily contact are more of a gift to us than our 
paycheck. Let’s take time today to thank God for all that is already 
provided, without contemplating what could be in the future.

Tyrus Clutter



Assemble yourselves and come together, draw near, you survivors of the 
nations! They have no knowledge—those who carry about their wooden 
idols, and keep on praying to a god that cannot save.

Isaiah 45:20

John Calvin said, “The human heart is an idol factory.” We don’t need 
to carve idols, we surround ourselves with them. Anything we love, 
anything that gives us pleasure, anything of the world can become 
an idol. Anything that absorbs our thoughts and emotions more than 
God, can all too easily become more important than Him in our lives. 

Paul tells us in his letter to the Ephesians that we are created for 
good works which God has prepared for us.  But even “good works” 
can be formed into an idol. All my life I have struggled with a need 
to be “significant” – to make a difference to people and the world. 
Sometimes it is an idol as small as a tiny splinter and at other times 
as big as a tree. But it is always an idol. Because when I look for my 
identity in others’ opinions of me, I am seeking from them what only 
God can give me.  What Paul also says in that verse from his letter is 
that we are God’s handiwork and created in Christ Jesus. God has 
shown me how much he loves me by creating me and sending his 
beloved Son to die for me so that I might live eternally with God. I’m 
not sure why I ever feel that I need more significance than that.

Deacon Mary Delancey

Tuesday, March 24



Wednesday, March 25

Aspiring to lead a quiet life working with my hands for His glory.

1 Thessalonians 4:11

Frequently people ask me where I get my painting inspirations 
from and my first response is always the beauty that surrounds me. 
God always paints a picture in front of my eyes, especially through 
prayer. It is a way of drawing closer to Jesus and what God has done 
in my life. It is a way to tell the world that God loves color, loves 
creativity and wants each of us to live an abundant life full of his glory. 
Sometimes full of imperfections, but always wonderfully made by 
God and still beautiful in His eyes. My daily prayer is to honor God 
through my work.

For some people, art and beauty are idols, but in their right place, 
they draw our eyes and hearts to God instead. Art is a reflection of 
God’s love for me and the world around me. I love to show his love 
through paint and color. I am grateful he has allowed me to be a small 
part of his story. My prayer is that God uses each painting I create 
to share his word through light and color. I’m thankful that I’m able 
to share something I love, and I hope to bring others closer to him 
through this gift of art.

Julie Shealy



Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths. 

Proverbs 3:5-6

Among the many tangible idols we may worship in our day to day 
world, a new car must surely rank among the top! Having driven my 
2002 Highlander all over the country, it is time for me to create a new 
path with a new (used) car. I fell in love car-love with one. It has shiny 
bells and whistles, including new tires, a spotless interior, a back-up 
cameral, and a GPS system (I learned that GPS stands for Global 
Positioning System). 

Now, as a member of the boomer generation, at first, I was unsure 
about how I would use all these improvements. I just want something 
that will get me to and from safely. Thinking of the back-up camera, 
do I really need to see what I am trying to avoid backing into? As for 
the GPS, what ever happened to consulting the road atlas? 
But perhaps seeing behind oneself while seated in the car is a little 
like acknowledging one’s past. After all, as William Faulkner once 
wrote, “The past is never dead. It’s not even past.” In order to chart my 
path, any path, it is important to look both ahead and behind. 
Do we each have our own built-in GPS system? Something that 
guides us as we move along? What if GPS could stand for “God’s Path 
Strengthens”? When we put God first, instead of an idol, he becomes 
our GPS: our guide and our path. 

Peg Hamilton

Thursday, March 26



Friday, March 27

Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully 
known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest 
of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13:12b-13

I like being right. Who doesn’t? But really, I LOVE to be right. Just 
ask my husband. I’ll defend my viewpoint to the death and go down 
swinging if it comes to it. But I often just stubbornly refuse to give 
in. After all, I have done my research! I have read the “right” source 
material! Perhaps I have even prayed about it and am sure that God 
agrees with me! I may even be convinced that I alone in an argument 
know the mind of God. 

But a dear friend once remarked to me, “Just because you’re right, 
doesn’t mean the other person has to be wrong.” That gave me pause. 
You mean things aren’t always completely black-and-white? Consider 
the story of Jesus, the Pharisees, and the adulterous woman in John 
8:2-11. Who is right and who is wrong in this scenario, the teachers 
of the law or the sinful woman? The answer to each question is both. 
Jesus continuously acts in ways unexpected to our black-and-white 
thinking. God is the God of the third way, a way that considers that 
not all of life is polarized. 

I idolize my own “right-ness” whenever I think I know exactly what 
God considers “right” - and when I cling to that right-ness I often 
commit the sin of not loving my neighbor. Next time I find myself 
making an idol of my own perspective, maybe I’ll take a lesson straight 
from Jesus: kneel in the dirt for a little while until my response is one 
of love and compassion.

Nettie Pinell



But Martha was distracted with much service . . . 

Luke 10:40a

One of the most insightful definitions of idolatry is by Timothy Keller, 
“An idol is something we look to for things that only God can give.”  
The subtle danger for Christians is that this can occur even in our 
service to the Lord.

We see this danger in the story of Martha and Mary.  At one point 
in His ministry Jesus entered a village and was invited into a home 
by Martha whose sister was Mary.  Martha clearly had the gift of 
hospitality.  The text says she was “distracted with much service.”  In 
the original language, the word translated “distracted” means “to be 
mentally over-occupied.”  Martha was a hostess on steroids when it 
came to meal preparations and felt her sister should be equally as 
devoted to serving such a distinguished guest as Jesus.  While Mary is 
enjoying the company of Jesus and listening to Him, Martha therefore 
says in protest, “Jesus, tell her to help me!”  In summary Jesus replies, 
“Martha, you are over-occupied with so many details, but you left out 
the most important one.  Time with Me.  Don’t take that away from 
Mary.”

Now, no one can fault Martha for her diligent service.  As someone 
once said, “It is better to burn out than rust out for the Kingdom.”  Her 
fault was she became “over-occupied” with the serving and forgot 
Who she was serving.  She looked to her service to give her what 
only communion with God can give.  Have you forgotten God in your 
service to Him?       

Ross Dornbush

  

Saturday, March 28 - Sunday, March 29



Monday, March 30

And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped 
idols...

Romans 1:23

An idol is a desire that takes our focus from God. Hedonistic goals of 
pleasure or possessions are easily recognized as idols, and we know 
not to perceive them as leading to happiness. More subtle idols are 
eudaimonic (“ū-duh-mon’-ic”) goals disguised as ends we think we 
should be pursuing. Because these goals feel worthy, and, in fact, 
often are worthy, they can be inappropriately substituted for what 
should be our primary focus: the worship of God. 

One definition of eudaimonic pursuit is an individual’s quest to fulfill 
his potential--to find his life’s purpose and meaning. A Christian may 
seek God’s help to discern his purpose and, in response, do much 
to benefit mankind. This goal’s attainment may lead to eudaimonic 
happiness--the feeling that one’s proper potential is being realized. 
However, we  must not let this satisfaction take the place of our true 
vocation. Our identity is found in God and our calling is to glorify Him. 
We should not confuse seeking purpose with seeking God, the most 
important priority in our lives. “You must not have any other god but 
me.” Exodus 20:3.

While our life accomplishments may be admirable, we should be 
careful not to substitute our feelings of self-fulfillment for keeping 
our eyes on God’s greatness and our purpose to worship him. “I will 
praise the Lord as long as I live. I will sing praises to my God with my 
dying breath.” Psalm 146:2.

Linda Winchenbach



If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:3

Last year, I went to Cuba with my husband, Robert, and several 
members of his church. I am a firm believer that any “short-term 
mission trip” must be about partnership, learning, and relationship; 
nevertheless, I found myself getting frustrated a few days into the 
trip. I told Robert, “I want to be doing something! I don’t feel like we 
are doing anything!”

Robert gently reminded me that the point wasn’t to do anything other 
than bring water purification equipment. A side benefit of the trip 
was to continue growing the relationship between the two dioceses 
and their people, but that wasn’t even the point. The people of Cuba 
had all the skills they needed; all we brought was our access to 
equipment and finances they didn’t have. 

It was humbling and it made me realize how much I idolized “doing.” I 
hadn’t realized that I was thinking of “doing” as what brought value – 
value to the trip, value to being there, even value to me. But that isn’t 
how God thinks. Our value comes from being made in His image and 
saved by His blood, and our love, the overflow of His love in us, is so 
much more important than empty actions.

Rev. Caroline Osborne

Tuesday, March 31



Wednesday, April 1

…for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 

Galatians 3:26

“Who are you?”  Other than your name, what would you say if 
someone asked you that? Would you mention your job? Would you 
identify something else you love to do? Would you say you are a 
husband, wife, father, mother, son, or daughter? Would you say you 
are a follower of Christ?  If so, when would you say it?

How we describe ourselves is a pretty good way to identify what we 
value and what we idolize. 

I have too often found my identity and derived my value in what 
I do. Rather than putting the Lord front and center and declaring 
myself to be a Christian first, and only then a husband, father, son, 
friend, and lawyer who enjoys reading, exercising, and spending 
time outdoors with family and friends, I have let my identity and 
value be influenced by whatever I thought the world’s perception of 
me might be. 

Fortunately, God blessed me with a wonderful wife who keeps 
me grounded and made me promise, as I recently embarked on a 
process that is pretty public in nature, that I would do my best to 
find my identity and derive my value from my faith and belief in 
Jesus, and not by the position I seek.  I still sometimes fail to do that, 
but I think I’m getting better at it as I continue to age and mature; 
and it is my hope and prayer that you will too.  

For, as Paul wrote to the Ephesians, we are what God made us to 
be:  blessed, chosen, redeemed, sealed, and saved citizens with the 
saints, members of the household of God. 

Greg Harrell



But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.

1 Samuel 16:7

This is an area where I struggle.  It is clear that God does not want us 
to look at outward appearances. Father Jonathan has spoken to us on 
occasion about looking where we spend our money and, if we spend 
large portions of our funds we may be putting it before God. I fall 
short here. Not that I am one to wear fashion names but sometimes 
I spend more than I should on clothing. I stray and judge someone 
for not being what I considered “appropriately” dressed, forgetting 
that not everyone has the same cultural background or likes the 
styles I like. I have no idea what that person has available to them or 
what may be the reason they are dressed more casually than I think 
appropriate. 

Recently it was brought to my attention that a young mother had 
to leave her home with her three children because of an abusive 
relationship. She did not even have a place to sleep much less the 
ability to take clothing. You see the children without a jacket and you 
think, “what were their parents thinking?!” I pray that God helps me 
with this and humbles me to remember I should be asking myself, 
“how might I help?” What is important is how we treat one another 
and if we are there to assist our neighbors. 

Only God has the authority to judge. I pray from this exercise in 
devotional writing that I remember to be humble. 

Lynn Nobles

Thursday, April 2



Friday, April 3
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all things will be 
given to you as well. 
                                                         Matthew 6:33

I find that life is busy and full of distractions that will take my focus 
off God if I allow it.  Seeking God and having a constant personal 
relationship with him is what I want, however, sometimes that takes 
more effort than I think it should.  This lack of focus can be self 
inflicted, other times it’s as a result of commitments to people and 
circumstances which are all part of life.  Regardless of this, it is still 
essential that I carve out time each day to have quiet time with God 
to pray, study his Word and listen to what he might have to say to 
me.   Idols are sometimes thought to be money, celebrities, or other 
worldly desires, but honestly it’s as simple as putting anything ahead 
of God.  I believe God expects me to live a full and busy life, but He 
wants to be at the center of it.  He wants me to invite him to love, 
guide, protect me and be a part that busy life….I can’t do it on my own.  
I need the Holy Spirit to center me so I keep my eyes on God and not 
the world that is full of temptations that challenge that focus.  

Diane Taylor



But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I 
may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 

Acts 20:24 

Toward the end of 2019 I turned 72. Usually not a milestone birthday. 
But 72 is retirement age for deacons. The Episcopal Church canons 
(church laws) require that we resign our current positions when we 
turn 72. At the discretion of the bishop, we can be reassigned for a 
year at a time. Although I knew that Bishop Brewer is very supportive 
of deacons continuing active ministry as long as they are able and 
competent, I had to pause to examine my ministry and consider 
whether I should retire or request reassignment. God clearly showed 
me through the many ministry opportunities presented to me, and 
with Fr. Jonathan’s encouragement, that it was not time to retire just 
yet. 

But there will come a time when God says, “Stop now.” That will be 
an incredibly difficult time for me. I remember someone saying that 
an idol is that thing that you feel you cannot live without. If I am not 
prayerful and careful, my ministry has the potential of being that 
thing. Even good things can become idols if not done with faithfulness 
to God and His Word. When the time comes to retire, I will grieve, a 
very natural reaction to the loss of what is greatly loved. But I pray 
that God will help me remember that the only thing I cannot live 
without is his love and grace.

Are their good things in your life that have the potential to keep you 
from hearing God’s voice?

Deacon Mary Delancey

Saturday, April 4 - Palm Sunday, April 5



Monday, April 6

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. 

Colossians 3:1-3

Waiting until late in my life to become a born again Christian has 
allowed me to amass a lot of sins and idols.  When I rediscovered 
Jesus, I became painfully aware of these things.  When I was younger, 
I had a quiet yet defiant attitude against authority of all kinds and 
that included God.  My mind was set on earthly things.  All those 
things became idols in a way and I wasn’t even aware of it.  But now I 
am!

I have set my heart on Godly things and I see life in a much better way.  
I have taken off my old self and put on the new.  With prayer, worship 
and daily reading of His word, I am being renewed to become the one 
He desires me to be.  It’s never too late to shake off the old idols but 
don’t delay.  

Jeff Kirk



For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-
-all things have been created through Him and for Him. 

Colossians 1:16

We like to think we are in control of our lives.  When I make the 
decision to watch Parks and Rec on Netflix, it feels like control.  When 
I make the choice to go to the bank, it’s because I want to or need to.  
When I decide if I’m going to eat Grapenuts rather than Cheerios it’s 
my choice because Grapenuts is clearly the better breakfast cereal.  

However, there’s a difference between making decisions and being in 
control.  A decision is a choice in time.  A decision is the moment to go 
left or right at the traffic light.  A decision is the “right here, right now” 
moment when we’ve got to pick “this” over “that”.

But being in control is something more.  Being in control is much 
larger.  Being in control is more a fact than a choice.  Being in control 
means understanding what is happening on a large scale and having 
command of the details.  Being in control means having the ability to 
choose rightly because you know the scope of your choice.

So, are we in control of our lives?  No.  I don’t think so.  We make 
choices about what we do and who we are becoming, but we are not 
in control of what happens with those decisions. As a result, we get 
frustrated, angry or afraid when things don’t end up like we think they 
would or should.  What to do?

Let go of the idol of control.  God is the only one in control and when 
things seem crazy or too hard, remember that even then - especially 
then - God is in control.  You make decisions.  You have choices.  But 
you aren’t in control.  That’s God’s role and when we try to take that 
position, we are trying to push God out of his rightful position.

1.  On a scale of 1-10, how concerned are you with control?  Why?
2.  Confess the idol of control in your life.  Let God forgive you.  Let 
him lead you.  Be as specific as you can about the areas you’re trying 
to control.

Fr. Jonathan French

Tuesday, April 7



Wednesday, April 8

I lift my eyes to the hills. Where does my help come from?

Psalm 121

We all have had some good days, even great days. Not to mention the 
plain, normal days. During those great and normal days, we are happy 
and things go on as usual. We say our prayers, we give thanks to God. 
Life is good.

But what about those bad days and times? What’s the first thing we 
do? We complain. We try to figure out how to make things right. We 
try doing this on our own. We may seek advice from friends or loved 
ones. We ponder and analyze these problems and yet we find nothing 
to help us. So when all else fails we go to God. Oh, yes, God, as our 
last resort. Not good! Our loving God doesn’t deserve to come in 
last place. He must be placed first and center! Why do we suffer and 
worry when we just need to go to God first?

Susie Anderson



“For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  

Jeremiah 29:11

This verse  became a powerful song in my head when at 39 I was 
diagnosed with cancer.  I was shocked and scared.  I felt alone even as 
I was surrounded by those who loved me.  My husband did everything 
he could to help but I was flooded with fear.  My assistant principal 
sent me Jeremiah 29:11 the minute she learned of my diagnosis.   

At first, I didn’t understand how this applied to me: wasn’t I being 
harmed by cancer? I was wracked with anxiety, but I began to repeat 
that verse over and over.  I plastered it on my mirror in my bathroom 
and on my computer screen at work.  Each time I couldn’t sleep or 
my mind raced, I repeated those words. The more I said it, the more 
I believed it.  I began to see that my hope and my future was not 
necessarily of this world.  Sure, I hoped the Lord wanted to keep me 
on this Earth longer, but I began to see that I needed to have faith that 
my Lord had plans for me and that I had to trust that plan, no matter 
the path.  I was blessed with amazing doctors, friends, family, and a 
husband that bordered on a saint, but, in the end, I learned from a 
single Godly woman who was placed in my life at the right time that I 
had to have faith and trust in the Lord’s plan. 

Life can be an idol, but, when things get rough, remember the Lord 
has plans for you, plans way bigger than anything we can dream.  

Bethany Crawford

Maundy Thursday, April 9



Good Friday, April 10

He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness “ Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 

 2 Corinthians 12:9

I admire strength.  I admire physical strength of the athlete.  I admire 
intellectual strength of the scientist or theologian.  I admire the 
strength of will of those who choose to challenging circumstances 
or situations.  When I see strength in the world, I admire it and hope 
to emulate it.  I want to be strong too.  I want to be like the people 
I admire.  I want to grow, endure, challenge myself or put myself in 
places where strength is necessary.

However, because I admire strength, I know how easily it becomes 
an idol.  Without just a little effort, I begin to believe that I can have 
strength over weakness if I just try harder, work more, endure longer 
or read a couple more books.  It’s then I find myself worshiping 
strength.  It’s in those moments that I find myself believing in ability/
will/determination more than God himself.  It’s a trap I enter quickly 
and find getting out of difficult.

2 Corinthians is the antidote.  God’s power is perfected in our 
weakness, not our strength.  His greatness is made know in and 
through us, through our deficiencies, not our abilities.  His wonder 
and might are seen best by us and through us when we are less, not 
more.

I love how opposite the Kingdom of God is from what I would have it 
be.  I love how different this is from my way of thinking.  What God 
wants most:  less of me and more of him.  His strength and power.  
Not mine.

1.  Do you trust or believe in your strengths and abilities?  Why or 
why not?
2.  What would it look like for you live in weakness with God?  Give 
two practical examples.

Fr. Jonathan French



 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13

When my daughter Elizabeth was little, she had a stuffed pink doll 
that was her security object for many years. It brought her comfort 
when she was sad or tired, and she could not go to sleep without it. 
Like Elizabeth, I crave a sense of security. In my adult life I found it in 
having a comfortable home, steady employment, and a stable, loving 
family, in addition to my relationship with God. But what happens 
when some of these things are stripped away? 

In just a few short years, a flash flood caused extensive damage to 
our home, a lengthy season of unemployment for my husband led to 
pulling up a lifetime of roots in Chicago to move to Ocala, and then 
my marriage of 33 years abruptly ended in an unexpected and painful 
divorce. In losing these things that I held dear and thought were 
secure for the rest of my lifetime, I discovered in a much deeper way 
that God alone is my true source of security, comfort, and peace. He 
is with me through all of life’s circumstances, even the most difficult 
ones. He is always faithful, loves me deeply, and promises me eternal 
life with him. 

While homes, jobs, and relationships can be wonderful blessings, 
they can also become idols if we look to them instead of God for our 
security and peace of mind. It is in God alone that we will truly find 
peace.

Cheryl Arnold

Holy Saturday, April 11
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SERVICES 

 ASH WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 26

7:30am and Noon

 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5 
8:00am and 9:45am (Procession)

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 9
Service with Foot Washing-7:00pm

Overnight Prayer Vigil ending in 

Morning Prayer-9:00am

 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10
Noon

Meditation and Prayer
1:00pm-3:00pm

Stations of the Cross-6:00pm

 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12
Great Vigil-6:30am

Easter Eucharist-10:00am



The Rev. Jonathan French, Rector
The Rev. Caroline Osborne, Associate Rector

The Rev. Daniel Pinell, Associate Rector

Church Office
510 SE Broadway Street, Ocala FL  34471

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 
9:00am to 3:30pm

Phone: (352) 622-7881
Pastoral Care Emergency Line: (352) 369-5780

graceocala.org     info@graceocala.org


